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Background
• 1991: Colorado Gas Tax Increased to 22¢
• 1992: TABOR Amendment approved by voters; limits the amount of 

revenue the State of Colorado can retain and spend
• Limited options for additional revenue

- General Revenue Fund
- Ballot measure to raise taxes
- Fees



General Revenue Fund



Fees are not a Tax, Take 1 (SB 09-108)
• 2009 FASTER Act (SB 09-108)

- Proposed in the wake of 2007 Minneapolis Bridge Failure
- Vehicle Registration Fees

- FASTER Bridge Safety Surcharge @ $13 - $32 / vehicle
- FASTER Road Safety Surcharge @ $16 - $39 / vehicle
- FASTER Late Registration Fee @ 25 / month up to $100

- FASTER Daily Vehicle Rental Fee @ $2 / rental day
- FASTER OS/OW Vehicle Permit Surcharge



Fees: FASTER Revenue
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Fees: FASTER – Political Outcome
Typical response from political opponents:

“Don’t legislate a tax increase and call it 
a fee.” “In my opinion they are taxes.”
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Fees: FASTER – Political Outcome

How a district changed hands 
November 8, 2010

[FASTER sponsor Senator Joe] Rice said that when he pushed the FASTER 
bill, which raised vehicle registration fees to fund road and bridge repairs, he 
knew it could ultimately cost him his job.
“There’s a reason nobody did anything on transportation for 18 years,” Rice 
said. “Absolutely, FASTER was a contributing factor (to my loss). But if I would 
have not run FASTER, and I think that’s one that probably would not have 
happened without me, we would probably still be having issues. I didn’t get 
elected to get re-elected.”
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Ballot Measure to Raise Taxes
• Proposition 110: Let’s Go Colorado (2018)

- Raise the state sales tax rate by 0.62% from 2.9% (2018) to 3.52% 20 years
- Generate an estimated $767 million in the first year
- $7M Yes campaign

• Proposition 109: Fix the Damn Roads (2018)
- Stalking Horse Ballot Measure

• Outcome
- Both propositions defeated



Fees are not a Tax, Take 2 (SB 21-260)



Fees are not a Tax, Take 2 (SB 21-260)
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Projected to raise more than $3.7 billion in new fees over the first ten years




Q&A and Open Discussion 
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