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EXECUTIVE HIGHLIGHTS: 

● The UDOT Marda DillRee Corridor Preservation program is 
used for future State Roads or UDOT State Funded Projects

● The fund began in 1996 and was created by HB 53

● In the past 29 years (as of 5/30/2025)
○ Approximately 963 total parcels purchased
○ Land costs expended $417,257,570.

■ 2023 - 6 transactions for $15,509,100.
■ 2024 - 13 transactions for $25,807,804.
■ 2025 to date - 18 transactions for $48,825,823.
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Presentation Notes
Long Range Plan is visible this was causing hardship for people to sell when it is known that a project would be coming through and they are in a position that they need to sell.  The hardship that we’ve created is that no one will buy the property and before CP, we couldn’t purchase it.
Utah was at the time a growing state and that is still very much still the case
 
In a nutshell: This revolving loan fund was created by the Legislature in 1996 (HB 53). The Transportation Commission can authorize the expenditure of the funding to allow the Department of Transportation (DOT) to acquire real property or any interests in real property for state, county, and municipal transportation corridors preservation. Administrative costs are paid from the fund. The commission administers the loans fund. DOT may apply to the commission for a specified transportation corridor project, including for county and municipal projects. When a project that uses the corridor is funded in DOT's budget, DOT will pay back the loan to the Transportation Corridor Preservation Fund.

Important to note that these are for state funded projects.  In Utah our state funded projects are generally our larger projects and we have substantially more state funding for projects than federal.  We have an 80/20 split for state vs federal funding.  



Preservation Fund History
● Beginning 7/1/97, motor vehicle rental tax revenues are deposited in this fund and fund monies can be used to pay debt service.

● HB 461 (1998 GS) Authorized the issuance of revenue bonds (up to $10,000,000) to provide for the acquisition of real property or any interest. 
The revenues from this fund are to be used as the primary revenue source for the repayment of the revenue bonds. The 1998 Legislature also 
passed HB202 which recodified the Transportation code.

● HB 66 (1999 GS) Amended certain provisions for the authorization of Transportation Corridor Preservation Revolving Loan Funds (see Subsection 
(9) below).

● HB 165 (2000 GS) Established an advisory council to assist with and help coordinate the corridor preservation efforts and provide 
recommendations for the use of fund monies.

● HB 383 (2007 GS) Impact for this fund: reallocated the 3% that was previously deposited in this fund was eliminated as a revenue source (per 59-
12-103 (6).

● HB 330 (2011 GS) As to fund 2830, removed language in code that the "monies appropriated" to the account are nonlapsing. The bill repeals 
provisions related to nonlapsing funds, accounts, and account balances to clarify the list of nonlapsing authority in Section 63J-1-602, and 
Sections 63J-1-602 through 602.5. Clarifies the funding sources for certain funds and accounts. Renames certain funds. Adds certain funds to the 
list of nonlapsing funds, accounts, and account balances where nonlapsing authority exists. Clarifies the amounts the Division of Finance shall 
deposit into certain funds and accounts. Repeals obsolete language, funds, and accounts.

● SB 14 (2012 GS) Renames the Transportation Corridor Preservation Revolving Loan Fund as the Marda Dillree Corridor Preservation Fund.
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In summary, this is the legislative history of the fund, I can share this presentation with the group if that’s helpful but the highlights are:
The fund receives motor vehicle rental tax revenues to fund the program.
HB 461 (1998 GS) authorized $10M in revenue bonds for property acquisition.
HB 165 (2000 GS) established an advisory council for corridor preservation.
SB 14 (2012 GS) renamed the fund to Marda Dillree Corridor Preservation Fund.  She had passed away in 2009.




Funding
● Motor Vehicle Tax Revenue

○ Tax imposed under Section 59-12-1201: and imposed tax of 2.5% 
on all short term leases and rental of motor vehicles not exceeding 
30 days

● Property Management Income
○ Income from leases on property purchased with CP funds

● Interest Income
○ Interest earnings on all cash balances for the fund

● One Time Legislative allocations

● Repayment of funds loaned when project receives final Right of Way 
(ROW) funding
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One time legislative allocations, these happen periodically as the fund runs low
The Motor Vehicle Tax revenue and rental income amounts to about $1M per month coming into the fund
Property Management Division, additional staff have been added using the CP fund
Property that is purchased is leased in the meantime.  
Project pays for land at current appraised value




Planning for future needs
● UDOT Long Range Plan

● Outreach Efforts - local government

● MLS Alerts on planned routes
○ UDOT GIS maps of impacted parcels feed 

into MLS 

● Utah Code 10-9a-509(b)(ii) requires municipalities 
to notify UDOT of planned use permits in ‘High 
Priority Corridors’

● Word of mouth in communities
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These are some of the efforts to get the word out on the Corridor Preservation when there is a know project on the Long Range Plan.  Once we have a planned route, our GIS team shows which properties are impacted by those early plans, and then we go into the MLS (we are licensed Realtors so we have access) and put 'alerts' into the system to notify us if a property is ever listed for sale.  Typically we use the county Tax ID as the mechanism for the MLS to alert us rather than an address as those can vary with some properties.




Eligibility - Definitions
● Property must be on a planned UDOT project, prior to Right of Way 

acquisition funding in place.  Code 72-5-403 Item 1.c allowed for forward 
planning up to 40 years.

● Project Manager asked the following questions to determine eligibility○ 1. Is the project funded at all?○ 2. Is the project on the STIP?○ 3. Has the environmental process started?○ 4. Is the Environmental State (SES) or Federal (NEPA)?○ 5. Do we have a Record of Decision (ROD) ?○ 6. Will this project be phased?○ 7.What percentage of the parcel in question has the potential to be impacted by the UDOT project?○ 8. In your opinion, does this property meet the criteria to purchase using corridor preservation funds?○ 9. Are there any structures, personal property, or occupants on the parcel that may require relocation?

● Corridor Preservation funds can be used up until it is a funded 
project
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To qualify, it has to be on the long range plan. 
Projects effectively buy the Right of Way from the fund.  
The cost is based on current appraised value
we can use Corridor funds right up until this is a funded project and 'normal' acquisitions take over.  It can be well before a final ROD or SES, as long as it's a planned project on our long range plan - which looks 40 years ahead.



Process for sellers
● Strictly Voluntary, Imminent Domain cannot be used
● No Relocation Benefits apply to these sales
● Process normally takes about 6 months from 

accepting appraisal to transaction goes to title 
company

● Any changes to the property during the process may 
require a restart

● Water shares can be purchased or not depending on 
the project needs

● Seller is responsible for closing cost like any other 
property sale

● Seller may negotiate staying on the property following 
the sale
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One pager from Diana
This is only used for a willing seller, eminent domain cannot be used. 
No relocation benefits as it is not a project yet.  
Water shares could be part of the purchase or not if not needed for the project.
Additionally, there is a 1% key deposit for each transaction effective until the property is vacated, this cannot be waived



Advisory Council
● Council meets 8 times per year
● Meets prior to the Transportation 

Commission Meetings
● Council approves requests to be 

presented to the Commission
● Council Members

○ Diana Leka, UDOT
○ 2 Transportation Commission 

Members
○ 2 Metropolitan Planning 

Organization (MPO) Members
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Local Government Partnerships in Corridor Preservation
● Davis County - West Davis Corridor

○ Currently determining best use of approximately $15M to finalize final Davis 
County Phase of West Davis Corridor (SR-177)

● Salt Lake County - Mountain View Corridor
○ County Corridor funding instrumental in starting the MVC project (SR-85)

● Additional Corridor Funding / Programs
○ Box Elder, Davis, Duchesne, Iron, Morgan, Salt Lake, Summit, Tooele, Utah, Wasatch, 

Washington, and Weber received approximately $19.5M in FY2024
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Projects Facts:

West Davis Corridor Map
https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/873f24c0b0b34e8f99978d3a3369ad7a/page/Page
 Mountain View Corridor
https://mountainview.udot.utah.gov/#/





Local Government in Conjunction with UDOT
● 72-5-401

○ (3) "Official map" means a map, drawn by government authorities and recorded in county 
recording offices that: 
■ (a) shows actual and proposed rights-of-way, centerline alignments, and setbacks for 

highways and other transportation facilities; 
■ (b) provides a basis for restricting development in designated rights-of-way or between 

designated setbacks to allow the government authorities time to purchase or otherwise 
reserve the land; and

■ (c) for counties and municipalities may be adopted as an element of the general plan, 
pursuant to Title 17, Chapter 27a, Part 4, General Plan, or Title 10, Chapter 9a, Part 4, 
General Plan.

● Local CP programs may have their own requirements, rules, and focus areas - UDOT is 
available as a resource but does not interfere with County/Local Government planning
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Discuss how the locals can have their own programs



Corridor Preservation Statewide Priorities
Top 10 Projected Routes



Regional Future Corridor Preservation Acquisitions

Closed or Pending Closings
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https://uplan.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=acef55c58d454842aad455305d4c5e51



UDOT ROW Map

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
These are two locations with long range larger projects, Cedar Valley Highway which is experiencing some of the highest growth in the state and U-111 which runs along the west side of the salt lake valley 

Show the map and talk about the developers that reached out to sell UDOT property.
Developers acquired property and coordinated with UDOT to ensure that UDOT would have the property that it needed.  This was co beneficial.

https://uplan.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=acef55c58d454842aad455305d4c5e51



UDOT Property Tracking Map

● Shows the locations of the leased 
property with links to the 
agreement

● Property Management Division 
manages the leased property

● Division responsible to demo the 
buildings prior to the project

Presenter Notes
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Show the map and talk about the developers that reached out to sell UDOT property.
Developers acquired property 

https://uplan.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=acef55c58d454842aad455305d4c5e51



Q & A
Contact:

Ross Crowe
RCrowe@utah.gov

Diana Leka

DLeka@utah.gov
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This has saved the Department and therefore the tax payers a lot of money of the years and it helps property owners in the process
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